APPENDIX III

LENIN'S TWENTY-ONE THESES FOR PEACE *
(JANUARY 20, 1918)

1. THE condition of the Russian Revolution at the present moment
is such that practically all the workers and a large majority of the
peasants are on the side of the Soviet Government and the Social
Revolution. In that respect the success of the Socialist Revolution
in Russia seems assured.

2.  At the same time the civil war which was caused by the
furious resistance of the propertied classes, who realize full well
that this is their last and final fight for private property in land
and instruments of production, has not reached its highest point.
In the end the Soviet Government will win the fight, but it will
take much time and a good deal of energy, and a certain period of
disorganization and chaos incidental to every war, and especially
civil war, is inevitable before the bourgeoisie is finally crushed.

3.  Furthermore, the resistance [of the bourgeoisie] in its less
active and non-military forms such as sabotage, bribing tramps
and other hirelings of the bourgeoisie to join the Socialist ranks with
the purpose of undermining their cause, etc. etc., this resistance has
proved to be so obstinate and capable of assuming such varying
forms that it will take time, several months, perhaps, to put it down.
Without a decisive victory over this passive and veiled resistance
of the bourgeoisie and its adherents, the success of the Socialist
Revolution is impossible.

4.  Finally, the task of organizing Russia on a socialistic basis is
so huge and difficult that its solution, owing to the abundance of
the petit-bourgeois in the midst of the Socialist proletariat and on
account of the low cultural level of the latter, will take a consider-
able time.

5.  All these factors taken together show clearly that to make a

1 Reprinted from The Bolshevik Revolution by James Bunyan and
H. H. Fisher, Stanford University Press, California, by special permis-
sion of the authors and publisher ; Pravda, February 24, 1918.
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